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Churchill's Pro-Jewish Side 
 

An insightful history of Churchill’s lifelong commitment—both public and 
private—to the Jews and Zionism, and of his outspoken opposition to anti-
Semitism 
 
Winston Churchill’s commitment to Jewish rights, to Zionism, and 
ultimately to the State of Israel never wavered. In 1922, he established on 
the bedrock of international law the right of Jews to emigrate to Palestine. 
During his meeting with David Ben-Gurion in 1960, Churchill presented the 
Israeli prime minister with an article he had written about Moses, praising 
the patriarch. In between these events he fought harder and more 
effectively for the Jewish people than the world has ever realized. 
 
Drawing on a wide range of archives and private papers, speeches, 
newspaper coverage, and wartime correspondence, Churchill’s official 
biographer, Sir Martin Gilbert, explores the origins, implications, and 
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results of Churchill’s determined commitment to Jewish rights, opening a 
window on an underappreciated and heroic aspect of the brilliant 
politician’s life and career. 
 
 
 

Personal Review:  Churchill and the Jews: A Lifelong Friendship 
by Sir Martin Gilbert 
Who'd have thought this aristocratic blue blood would have been such a 
philo-semite? I mean I know Churchill was a pro-Zionist person, but I didn't 
know he was far more than that. He was a courageous man dedicated to 
the value of human life, and stood by his principles. Martin Gilbert 
beautifully illustrates how Churchill, in times of need, did not abandon the 
Jews, but continued, in the face of anti-semitism, to stand up for what he 
dubbed an "ancient peoples" who he considered to be a "spectacular 
race." Gilbert details how Churchill saved the Jews of Danzig, stood up for 
them during riots in the early 1910s, always associated with them openly 
and unabashedly. 
 
Churchill, being one of the 20th's century's heroes, is a strong moral 
advocate for Zionism, and also a great witness for the "facts on the 
ground" in years ago. This moral fortitude, is the same one that brought 
him to stand up during Britain's finest hour, and never surrender, but fight 
on the landing grounds, the beaches, etc. Not to mention, he took 
extremely difficult stands to the Arabs that Israel or the US themselves 
would be able to take. He had moral fortitude where Chamberlain, and 
even FDR had cowardive. Even when the Zionist movement got violent, he 
still had faith, rightfully so, in the mainstream leaders, as opposed to 
Irgun/Lehi, etc. 
 
In this book you will learn a lot. You'll also learn he never wrote that 
infamous "shylock" article of which he was accused, and his infamous 
article called "Zionism vs. Bolshevism" was only written because of the 
already popular false perception of "Jewish Bolshevism," and to use it to at 
least keep Zionism alive, albeit very cynically. Plus, he had just read the 
Protocols he had been sent. But obviously, as we saw, he was not terribly 
influenced.  
 
Churchill was not only a hero for his role in WWII, but in his role for 
bringing the Jewish people back to the Land of Israel. Had it not been for 
his 1922 White Paper, we'd have another Arab/Islamic state in Israel's 
place. Which of course terrorists would love to happen. But Churchill's 
spirit his inspired generations, who have learned from him. Am Israel Chai, 
or Am Israel Churchill! 
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